Gallia County Family and Children First Council

Monthly Minutes for March 5, 2010

Members Present:
Amanda Adams-Mock, Woodland Centers

Melissa Conkle, Health Department

Tina Cotterill, Heart of the Valley Head Start

Cammy England, COAD Early Care & Education

Charla Evans, Gallia County Local Schools

Dana Glassburn, Dept. of Job and Family Services

Dennis Johnson, TASC/OVBH

Melissa Kimmel, Serenity House

Jenny Metts, GJM BADAMHS

Russ Moore, Children’s Services

Tom Moulton, Gallia County Juvenile Judge

Jack Payton, Gallipolis City Schools

Greg Shrader, Juvenile Court

Jackie Sheets, FACTS/New Alternatives

Kimberly Thomas, Parent Representative

Teresa Varian, Gallia-Meigs Community Action

Kelly Velazquez, Parent Representative

Sandra Walker, Gallia County WIC

Sarah Wamsley, Gallia Board of DD

Dena Warren, FACTS/New Alternatives

Members Absent:
Joe Browning, Gallia County Sheriff

Debbie Davidson, Help Me Grow

Rosalie Durbin, Gallia County Board of DD

Joe Foster, Gallia County Commissioner

Mary Jo Frank, Woodland Centers

Nikki Hogan, Holzer Medical Center (OB/Peds)

Mary Lynne Jones, Gallipolis City Schools

Truman Noe, Gallia-Jackson-Vinton JVSD

Lynn Pauley, GJV RSVP

Denise Shockley, Gallia-Vinton ESC

Jill Simpkins, NAMI/EMA

Larry Simpson, Dept. of Youth Services

Staff Present:

Chris Love, FCFC Secretary

Cara Luce, Intersystem Coordinator

Visitors:

Rebecca Casto, Southern Ohio Behavioral Health




Julie Short, OCALI




Lora Jenkins, Wing Haven

1. Welcome & Introductions – Kimberly Thomas called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Introductions were made.   

2. Approval of Agenda – Cara Luce made revisions to the agenda.  She stated that the Help Me Grow implementation report would be given by Sarah Wamsley instead of Debbie Davidson.  Under Old Business, “c – Other” she said Dr. Amanda Adams-Mock will talk about the Prevention Program.  Ms. Thomas requested approval of the revised agenda.  

MOTION G10:122
Dennis Johnson made a motion to accept the revised agenda.  Teresa Varian seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

3. Presentation & Approval of Minutes – Ms. Thomas requested approval of the minutes from the February 5, 2010 Business Meeting.  

MOTION G10:123
Sandra Walker moved to approve the February 5, 2010 Business meeting minutes as presented.  Melissa Conkle seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

4. Old Business 

a. Implementation Reports
1. Help Me Grow – Sarah Wamsley announced that Help Me Grow is currently serving 73 children.  Of those 73 kids, 35 are Part C families and 7 are in transition.  They are working on some referrals.  The next play group is March 8th at 10:00 at the Early Childhood Center and the next car seat class is March 11th at 1:00 p.m.   Ms. Luce added that the staff participated in a conference call a couple of weeks ago for updates.  She reported that Ohio Department of Education has formed a new center for Early Childhood Development and they are bringing together different programs from different state agencies and Help Me Grow will actually be moving to that center.  It won’t be happening before July 1st so the contracts will come from ODH but there will be language about transitioning to ODE.  Ms. Luce stated there will be some changes in policies.  Currently, services provided by HMG are called service coordination, which include the Part C children with diagnosed disabilities and the “at-risk” kids and now they are talking of separating those kids.  Ms. Luce shared some of those details.  She also reminded the Council that last spring we signed a waiver that we had to do for the “at-risk” kids and it narrowed the eligibility and now they want to change those requirements to loosen it up a bit.  The HMG staff received their certificates from the National Center for Parents as Teachers and is now certified to do those visits.      

2. Children’s Trust Fund – Dena Warren reported that FACTS is finishing up the second round of Positive Parenting I and II.  They have served 72 people this year.      

3. Alternative School Update – Mr. Payton distributed the Alternative School Report.  He pointed out a comparison on the front page with the number of students assigned this year to this time last year and the numbers have decreased.   Mr. Payton stated that the Alternative School Program is one of their best programs.    

4. Community Coalition – Dena Warren reported that the services at the Alternative School and the LEADS Program have been a little sketchy due to cancellations and delays from the weather.  They will be getting back on track with those programs this month.  The Coalition was not awarded the Parents Who Host grant but they hope to do that without that funding.  The Sheriff’s Office has assisted with supplying extra officers for compliance checks and party patrols and local media outlets have been running public service announcements with the Parents Who Host Lose the Most message.  The Coalition is collaborating with the Gallipolis Neighborhood Watch.  There will be a Town Hall Meeting at the Senior Center on Monday, April 26th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Ms. Warren said that the ladies from the Neighborhood Watch approached her about completing a presentation to the community on prescription drugs.  Since this goes along with the Town Hall Meeting that is going on across the nation in March and April, they will encompass that and expand it to Drugs in Our Community.  She will be sending out flyers.  Lastly, they have begun planning the 13th Annual Positive Youth Day.  They are not able to do 2 full days because of decreased funds.  However, they are still doing the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades and this will take care of all the kids that participated last year.  The Positive Youth Day will be on Saturday, April 24th at the University of Rio Grande.      

5. Children’s Programming – Dr. Amanda Adams-Mock reported in Dr. Mary Jo Frank’s absence.  They continue to provide the After School Resiliency Program on Thursday’s from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Woodland Centers, Inc.  They have approximately 22 students that participate.  They are provided with a healthy meal and then they participate in skill-building activities, social skills, communication skills, and anger management.  They have 3 separate groups based on age and developmental level.  In conjunction with the After School Program they offer a parenting class with Emily Fulk.  Woodland Centers continues to provide support for the Alternative School.  

6. Family Civic Engagement Grant – Cara Luce reported that our team attended the orientation for the Family Civic Engagement Grant last week in Columbus.   First Lady Francis Strickland spoke for a few minutes in the morning about the Family Civic Engagement movement and part of House Bill 1 and Angela Sausser-Short/Ohio FCFC Director also spoke.  The group identified community partners, mission statement, goals, and discussed programs offered within the community.  Our coach, Mindy Hutcherson/Center for Learning Excellence, for this grant will meet with us in the upcoming weeks.  They will also be attending a few state and regional trainings and also some one-on-one trainings with the Center for Learning Excellence. 

b. Service Coordination/FCSS/289 Update – Cara Luce reported that during February they had 29 meetings scheduled and only held 16 of those meetings.  There were 2 new referrals.  There are 26 total families.  A couple of families met their goal and were able to have a family movie night and the other family went bowling.  There is a spring respite weekend coming up that a couple of kids will be attending.  Also, a few kids will be attending the Camp Nuhop in Ashland, Ohio over the summer.
Ms. Luce announced that there are also changes for HB 289 this year.  For FY’11, a Comprehensive Needs Assessment is no longer necessary.   The focus will be the shared planning and the name will be changed from HB 289 to “Shared Plan.”  Basically, it will be a place to incorporate all the plans within the county.
c. Prevention Program – Dr. Amanda Adams-Mock/Woodland Centers shared information about the CRAFT Program (Community Resources and Families Together).  This school-based prevention program is funded by Gallipolis City Schools and Gallia County Local Schools.  It prevents child abuse and neglect by promoting safety and well-being of children and family through family assessment, referral, case management, and public awareness.  Their goals are to identify child/family needs that threaten stability, provide activities that build skills for children and families, connect the child and family to resources, and promote resiliency.  The program is set up for three phases.  Phase one is an assessment phase.  They have 3 case managers providing services to Washington Elementary, Rio Grande Elementary, Hannan Trace Elementary, Addaville Elementary, Vinton Elementary, Southwestern Elementary, River Valley Middle and South Gallia Middle Schools.  They currently serve 93 students.  They hope to collect feedback from stakeholders from the child behavior checklist.  They also hope to improve school attendance and school success.
d. Other – There was no other business to discuss.

5. New Business

a. OCTF FY’11 Application – Ms. Luce reported that the Ohio Children’s Trust Fund for FY 2011 is due on April 1st.  The Council will not be meeting again before this is due.  She will send the document to the Council for review and feedback.  The Executive Committee will meet and give the approval to submit the application.

MOTION G10:124  Jack Payton made the motion authorizing the Executive Committee to make final approval of the FY’11 Ohio Children’s Trust Fund application.  Tina Cotterill seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

b. Next Meeting Dates – Ms. Thomas informed the Council that the next Program Meeting is April 9th and the next Business Meeting is May 7th.

c. Other – There was no other business to discuss.

6. Announcements/Concerns  

· Julie Short/OCALI (Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidents) informed the Council about some programs to help support in areas of autism and low incidents.  They have a lending library, support systems database that can connect families with agencies, training modules for educators, and a parent guide (manual). 

· Lora Jenkins/Wing Haven announced that this organization originally was formed to meet the needs of women and young children needing to leave their communities as a result of domestic violence.  That original vision has changed due to lack of funding.  Now they are trying to meet the needs of young children in the community.  One of the ways they are doing that is a curriculum called “Confident Kids.”  This is a four-unit curriculum that seeks to meet the needs of children from high stress families.  Currently, they are working with 4 and 5 year olds and the unit is called “All my feelings are okay”.  They have a class meeting at Buck Ridge on Monday’s from 10:30 until 12:00 noon.  There is also another class at their Vinton office on Monday afternoon.  Ms. Jenkins distributed flyers.

· Dana Glassburn/DJFS announced that they received grant money for a supplemental employment program through the PRC Program.  For an employer, they can match 50 percent of an employee’s salary for a new hire that is TANF eligible up to a 6 month maximum.  If the position deals with one of the TANF requirements then they can pay up to 100 percent of that salary.  For anyone interested in more information, contact Fred Childers at DJFS.

· Kimberly Thomas announced that the Vinton Baptist Church will be sponsoring the Integrity Baseball/Softball for the 3rd year.  Sign-ups are March 12th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and on March 13th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. for boys and girls ages 4 to 12.  Registration fees are $38.00 per child, which includes the uniform and awards.
7. Adjournment 
MOTION G10:125
Jack Payton made a motion to adjourn and Tina Cotterill seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

_______________________________

______________________________

Council President




Council Secretary
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